	
  

RAINBOW AFGHAN 2 in feather-and-fan pattern
Materials: I used KnitPicks worsted yarns: 1x 100g ball each – 2 x 100g balls black,
plus Wool of the Andes Caution (2 x 50g balls), which was selected for the color. The
yarns are listed in the order I used, but of course you can change or reverse them.
26845

Black Mighty Stitch worsted

2 x 100g

416 yards acrylic/wool

26835

Fairy Tale Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26816

Eggplant Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26813

Celestial Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26827

Gulfstream Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26808

Marina Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26832

Macaw Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26814

Alfalfa Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26810

Canary Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

24650

Caution Wool of the Andes worsted

2 x 50g

220 yards wool

26817

Orange Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool

26815

Serrano Mighty Stitch worsted

1 x 100g

208 yards acrylic/wool
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Knitting needles: 7mm circular needles (40”); 8mm circular needles (40”)
Construction: This makes a large afghan or blanket, about 60” x 72” depending on
gauge. It’s large enough to cover a twin bed, or an ample sofa.
Start with the 7mm circular needles and k1, p1 all the way across. Repeat on the
second row, knitting the purls and purling the knit stitches. This makes a faux moss
stitch border. You’ll do this at the beginning and the end. When the main knitting is
complete, pick up the stiches on each side and knit in moss stitch again, about the
same width as the garter stitch edging. The borders are all worked with 7mm needles.
The feather-and-fan strips consist of eight repeats: 4 x knit tog leaning to the left, 8
increases by yarn over, 4 knit tog leaning to the right, and 1 knit stitch between patterns.
On each edge, knit four stitches, whether working right side or wrong side; this creates
a garter stitch edge. Thus, each row is (8 x 24) + a stitch between patterns x 7 + 8 (four
edge stitches each side) = 207 stitches. You can scale it up or down, so long as each
pattern repeat is 24+1 stitches. The vertical pattern repeat is six rows, and I found that
each color section used almost exactly one 100g ball. I knitted this afghan two ways:
the first time with the colors next to each other (Rainbow Afghan 1), and this time with a
two-row black stripe between each color block. Everyone prefers the second option;
play and make it your own.
Note: Every time I changed color, I wove in the ends as I knitted the first (RS, knit) row
by taking the ends over and under the new yarn for 10-12 stitches. This greatly reduced
how many needed to be sewn in afterwards.
Method:
Black border: Using 7mm circular needles, cast on 207 stitches in black worsted. I use
a simple ‘crochet’ cast on, but any cast on technique will work.
1.

First and odd rows: K1, p1 to end, ending in k1.

2.

Second and even rows: K1, p1 to end, ending in k1.

3.

Continue for 16 rows total, finishing on end of WS. Break off yarn.

Color sections – for each color in turn, repeat pattern rows five times:
1.

First row: Using 8mm circular needles, knit entire row, weaving in ends for 12 sts.

2.

Second row: K4, purl row to last four, K4.

3.

Third row: Knit entire row.

4.

Fourth row: K4, purl row to last four, K4.

5.

Fifth row: K4, *k2tog into back of stitch x 4, 8 yo, k2tog x 4, k1*, repeat entire
sequence seven more times, omitting final k1; k4 to end of row. That is, make
eight total feather-and-fan patterns, each one separated by 1 knit stitch, with four
knit stitches on each end.

6.

Sixth row: Knit entire row.

7.

Repeat these six rows four times, to make five pattern repeats in total.
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Once you have finished each color section, break the yarn and add the black stripe that
separates adjoining color sections. Weave the black end and the colored end into the
WS of the first black row:
1.

First row in black: Knit entire row.

2.

Second row in black: Knit entire row. This makes one black ridge.

Subsequent color sections:
1.

First row: Knit entire row.

2.

Second row: K4, purl row to last four, K4.

3.

Third row: Knit entire row.

4.

Fourth row: K4, purl row to last four, K4.

5.

Fifth row: K4, *k2tog into back of stitch x 4, 8 yo, k2tog x 4, k1*, repeat entire
sequence seven more times, omitting final k1; k4 to end of row.

6.

Sixth row: Knit entire row.

7.

Repeat these six rows four times, to make five pattern repeats in total.

Continue in these color sections, each one separated by one double row in black, taking
care to weave in the loose ends as you go. After completing the final color section…
Final black section:
1.

First row: Using 7mm circular needle, knit entire row to end.

2.

Second and even rows: K1, p1 to end, ending in k1.

3.

Third and odd rows: K1, p1 to end, ending in k1. Continue for 16 rows total,
finishing at end of WS.

4.

Cast off loosely, in pattern.

Side borders:
3.

Lay out the afghan with RS facing. Starting on the right-hand corner, and using
7mm circular needles, pick up stitches – three stitches per four rows. (I pick up
one ‘knot’ and then the next two long threads – you’ll see what I mean as you work
the edge). Make sure you pick up an odd number of stitches from the right-hand
corner to the left-hand corner of the overall piece.

4.

Next and all subsequent rows: k1, p1 to end of row, ending with k1.

5.

Continue in pattern for 8-9 rows.

6.

Cast off loosely.

7.

Repeat on other side.

Finishing: Sew in any remaining ends, and you’re done!
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